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Agenda Item 5:  Discussion on Action Request Register
Note: This briefing has been prepared by ICANN support staff.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Issue:
	
This session is an opportunity for the GAC to review the status of the ICANN Action Request Register (ARR), intended to better track GAC advice to the Board, before the meeting with the Board-GAC review Implementation group (BGRI).
See briefing for Agenda Item 10.
Background:

During the ICANN61 meeting in San Juan, the GAC conducted a meeting of the Board GAC Recommendations Implementation Group (BGRI) (see session transcript at -https://static.ptbl.co/static/attachments/169285/1520888837.pdf?1520888837. 
Among the recommendation implementation matters discussed during the session, attendees were briefed on the latest developments regarding ICANN Org staff efforts to further operationalize the historical GAC Advice components of the ARR – a comprehensive inventory of past GAC advice stretching back to April 2013 at the ICANN46 Public Meeting in Beijing.
The current ARR inventory is comprised of 162 individual pieces of GAC advice (up through the ICANN60 Communiqué) of which 26 pieces of advice are still considered to be in either an “Evaluate and Consider” or “Implementation” mode. The other 136 pieces of advice are considered to be in a “close request” mode – a phase in which ICANN org has determined that the advice given has been implemented and is “complete”.
At ICANN 60 it was agreed that an approach should be established to confirm that the GAC agrees with the current ICANN Org assessment of the previous 136 items of “closed” advice. At the moment, the process for that historic assessment is not clear. Additionally, there is the need to establish an ongoing confirmation process for the consideration of all future GAC advice.

Next Steps:

Confirming the Status of Past Advice:  Accompanying this session agenda on the GAC web site (see - https://gac.icann.org/agendas/icann62-panama-city-agenda) is the latest ARR compilation of the 162 pieces of advice arrayed over 44 spreadsheet pages. As noted in San Juan (and previously discussed in Abu Dhabi at ICANN60), one of the final steps to operationalizing the database - before it is formally posted on-line and regularly updated in the future - is for the GAC (“the advice provider”) to confirm the determinations and status that ICANN Org has made about the various pieces of advice.
 GAC members have previously discussed what could be done to confirm the ICANN Org’s characterization of the implementation of the committee’s past advice, but no final determination has been made as to the appropriate next steps.
 
The options for proceeding with an assessment of the historical advice would appear to include:
 
(1) a complete review of all 162 pieces of advice;
(2) an effort to “confirm” only the 136 advice pieces that the ICANN Org characterizes as “closed”;
(3) a more limited review of just those pieces of advice ICANN Org characterizes as either in an “Evaluate and Consider” or “Implementation” mode; or
(4) some other approach.
  
Session Expectations:   During this session, it is hoped that GAC members will provide input on the four potential options and pshare any ideas, suggestions or recommendations for how the GAC could most effectively conduct a review of the existing inventory of past advice.  
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